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The D1fpute of the French Trade brought to a rarrow Compa/s. 


Notes on the great 


aantities of Sugar, Tobacco, &c. Exported to France, sotwith- 


flanding the prefeat Difadvantages of the high Duties in France. 

The Cafe ftated and proved, (viz.) That by the Treaty the Trade not only may be to our 
Advantage, but that it isinour Power to make'tt impafible tobe otherwife. 

The Mercator Challenges the Authors on the other fide to anfwer tt, and offers a fecond 
time to lay down, if they can Confute him, 





Fter what has been publifhed in the laf 
MERCATOR of the Exportations during 
L the laft Year made to France, together with 
the daily Vent of our Goods thither, as may 
be fee. by what is publifhed from the Cuftom-Honfe 
every Day in the MERCATOR; what can any Man 
think of thofe,who fhould fland in their own Light fo 
much, and in their Country’s Light fo much, as to 
prevent this Trade being brought to fuch a Magnitude 
as it is evident it would be, if this Treaty w.re made 
Effectual, 

Let us view a little Two or three of the Articles, 
which have been moft Quarrelled by the Oppofers. 

Firft, faythey, Our Tobacco is not fet free to be 
Sold in France but to the Farmers, and they muft make 
a Monopoly of it, and by that means we fhall fend 
but little Tobacco ; thefe were the very Words : Now 
“before this Matter is fettled ar all, and while the Far-: 
mers in France enjoy this very Monopoly, as aforefaid, 
vet has our Export thither been, as in the laft AZE R- 
CATOR, Two Millions Three hundred and odd thou- 
find Pound weight of Virginia Tobacco; and we have 
dent above Four hundred thoufand Pound weight thi- 
ther fince that Account ends, which is between Six and 
feven thoufand Hogfhcads, befides all the Virginia To- 
bacco gone into France from Holland, Flanders, Scot- 
land, Ireland, and by Entries to the Streights, which the 
MERCATOR has great Reafon to believe amounts 
to above Two thoufand Hogtheads more. 

Come we next to the brown Sugar: The Town can- 
not be Ignorant,under what Difadvantages it lies, and 
how the Sugar Refin’d is a referved Species, and 
left to te fettled by the Commiflioners ,whio are to 
mect. 

Yer even under all the Difadvanrages and extravagant 
Duties now laid on in France, we Exported the laf Year 
above 2600C. ‘weight of brown Sagar, befides other 
Ways, as above. 


’ The like to be faid of Leather Tanned, Leather 
Wrought, Block Tin, Pewter, and fuch Manufactures 
or Produce of England, the Duties of which are, tho’ 
very great in France, yet tolcrable, and will adic 
fome Trade. 

The Red and White Herrings are the like, ,and yet we 
fee above 1500 Barrels taken by the French; had the 
Treaty been fertled, it might have been 17 or 18 Thou- 
fand Barrels, as formerly had been. 

But as to our Woollen Manufattures there, the Du- 
ties in France being unfufterable, no lefs than 52 or 
72 per Cent. we fee, as it were, almoft anentire ftop, 
except what is privately carried in, other ways. 

Yo what a melancholy Poflure is our Trade brought 
by ticfe Men, that we mutt ftand ftill and fee our felves 
fhut out of ovr own Trade, and the Exportation of 
Three or four hundred thoufind Pounds of our Woollen 
Goods a Year ftopp d, and thofe Goods kept at home 
for the meer Caprice of a Party Qarrel among our 
felyes, and-upon a bare Notion, without any Proof at 
all, that if we fhould fend ever fo many Manufa&ures 
out, we fhall buy nothing but Wine and Brandy with 
the Moncy. 

If ic is true, that the People of Britain are fuch 
Prunken People, and that we fhall Confume all our 
Exportation in Wine and Brandy; th MERCATOR 
cin put them in a better way to prevent its coming, 
than by ftopping our Woollen Manufacture from going 
out : For why muft the Poor be Ruined to prevent the 
Exceffes of the Rich ? It is evident the poor Manuta@u- 
rers drink but little of the Wine, nor do they care, 
whether ever we Import any Wine or no. 

The Firft thing a Trading Nation has to do, is to 
ope: all the Channels of Trade, which can be found out, 
at which the Growrh and Produce of their Land and 
Labour of their People can obrain a Vener; thae 
they may caufe as much offit as is pollible to be 
Fxported. 


if 





Sy SSH in the Returns for thefe, any thing is found to 
> fr i) j home, which the Luxury ad Vices of the faid 
ref Brion prompts them to call for in fuch Quantitics, as 
> ht detrimental to the Trade, or to the People, or to 
i255. the National Wealth; it is the Nations next work to 
-.  miake fuch Prohibitions, or lay fuch Burthens on the 


Importations of thefaid Goods, as may check the faid 
Luxury and Vice; and leflen the Confumption of the 
faid Goods. 

But nothing can be with any Prudence done to flop 
the Exportation of their own Goods: That fhould have 
all poflible Encouragement, becaufe it is the Life of the 
very Nation, the Bread of the Poor, and the Founda- 
tion of National Wealth. . 

To bring this to our Cafe: The firft thing the Nation 
has to do in the French Trade, is to open all the Chan- 
nels of our Exportation, by getting all the Prohibiti- 
ons, high Duties, and other Obftructions of our Trade 
to France taken away, that we may have as free and 
full a Trade, and as open a Market for our Manufactures 


in France as poffible; and this is done by the Treaty of 


Commerce now on foot, by whiich the Duties on our Goods 
in France are all taken away back to the Year 1664. 

But, fay the Oppofers, this cannot be done without 
2 reciprocal taking off the high Duties here from their 
Goods back to the Year 1664 alfo; by which their Goods 
will come in upon us to fuch a degree ,as will over- 
ballance our Trade. This is a fair, and plain, and full 
fate of the Queftion, though in few Words. For An- 

wer 

1. If this had not been a not¢rious Falfhood, the 
MERCATOR would nevet have written one Word 
in this Caufe ; and as the whale Weight of the Obje- 
étion lies upon this Point, fo the MERCATOR is 
contented, that the whole Merit of the Anfwer, and 
Credit of the Authors on both fides, fhall turn upon 
the Queftion, Whether this be a Truth or no ? 

2. In order to refolve this, the ATLERC ATOR atf- 
firms, and offers to prove, That by this Treaty the Door 
i; opened to our Manufactures and all our Exportations 
into France, upon better Terms,than has ever been for 

7 Years paft; and, that it is not left to the French to 
fhut it again. 

3. And that, on the other band, greater Interruptions 
are left upon the French Importations here than ever 
were betore; and Power is left us, if they are not alrea- 
dy great enough, to make them greater at any time 
hereatter till they fhall be fufficient to make the over- 
ballancing our Exportations impcflible; and that there- 
fore the Lrade cannot be to our Difadvantage: And this 
the MERC ATOR thinks is enough to the Cafe. 

Either this is True, or it is Falfe: Jf it zs Falfe, the 
MERCATOR Challenges all Men to confute it, and 
appeals to the Treaty it felf for the Matter of Fact; // 
it be True, What wicked Work have the Oppofers of 
the Treaty of Commerce been employed in! How have 
they been aflifting to Starving our Poor! and promoting 
that jufi Complaint of the Deadnefs of our Trade! Let 
us then Examine the Cafe, and let this Difpute be put 
to an End; and let Them, or the MERCATOR, be 
for ever filent,as this Part is,or is not true; for the 
whole: Matter entirely and fingly depends upon it. The 
MERCATOR lays it down thus, and will undertake 
to make it out. 

All the high Duties in France upon, and all the Pro- 
hibitions of our Manufa@tures or other Goods, are, when 
this Treaty is made Effectual, taken oF back to the Year 
1664, the xceptions already fpoken of excepted, which 
are to be fpoken of by themfelves. 





By this every one muft allow, that an open Door will 
be yviven to our Exportations into France. 

Nor is the Prench King to Jay on thofe Duties again. 
If that were poflible to be fuppos’d, then were it no 
Treaty at all, 

Thus much for the French fide. 

On the Fuglifh fide, extravagant high Duties remain 
on the French Goods ; fome three times as high, 
fome eight times as high, fome twenty times as high as 
they were before, and equal in fome Cafes to a Prolii- 
bition ; as, in the Alamodes and Luftrings. 

But, to put the Obieétors out of Countenance even at 
themfelves it they could blufh, As if all this was not 
enough, the Makers of this Treaty not prefuming to 
take upon them, as was Felonioutly done in the Portu- 
gal Treaty, to limit the Power of Parliaments by the 
{trained Authority of an Ambaffador, have left it in the 
Breaft of the Parliament of Britain, if they thould find 
the Trade to the Difadvantage of their Country, by roo 
great a Quantity of French Goods coming in upon us ; 
to lay whatever tarther Duties they thall think fir, now 
or at any time hereafter, till the faid over-ballancing be 
made impoflible. 

This Power the MERC ATOR afirms, from the 
Treaty it felf, is left in the Parliament of Britain, either 
at the making the Treaty Effe@tual, or at any time atier 
it, were it never fo many Years hence: And this fhill 
be proved in our next. 

This is the fecond time the AERC ATOR has 
Challenged the Authors on the other fide to filence him 
effeftually, and offered to lay down, and never write 
more, as he Now offers, if they can contute this. 

And why do they beat the Buth, and fight in the Air? 
Here ts the Bird, let them Catch it If the French 
are tied up, and we are left free! If the Englifh Trade 
is opened, and the French fhut up! If our Trade hall 
be more than ever, and their Trade hither lefs! If it is 
in the Treaty,that they CANNOT over-ballance us, or 
in our Power, if we find they do, to put a Stop to it! 
Then what have thefe People been faying, and where 
are our Senfes,when we oppofe this Trade ! 

Let them Contradict one Tittle of this if they can; if 
they cannot, they are no more Britifh Merchants, but 
Betrayers of the Britifh Merchants, and Traytors to their 
Country. 





Toffee MERCATOR. 
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From the Cusrom-House. 


Goods Exported to France iz 3 days, Nov.14,16,18. 


é Pictures 
46 Fod.14C. Lead 
140C. Lead Ore 
124C. Red Lead 
439C. Copperas 
*36C, Tin 
1 Ton Cheefe 
10437 ]. Cotton Wooll 
300 :. Barley 
* 98> yds. Flannel 
5 Ton Brazilletto 
122701]. Virginia Tobacco 
<x. * 14955]. Virginia Tobacco 


Kies 135 C. Logwood 
ER cated 4 Cy. Galls. 
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